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Turner Broadcasting System ("TBS") submits reply comments on the Commission's

Notice of Inquiry in the above-captioned proceeding.!/

TBS, as a leader in children's programming, fully supports the Commission's efforts

to ensure that the goals of the Children's Television Act of 199~/ are fulfIlled, including

the goal of increasing the amount of educational and informational programming available to

children.

TBS does not seek to duplicate the extensive initial comments already fued in

response to the Commission' s Notice of Inquiry. These brief comments are submitted to

address one issue: "qualifying" core children's programming. The Commission's proposal

to require qualifying core children's programming to be primarily educational and only

secondarily entertaining is problematic in implementation and, we believe, counter to the

goals of the Children's Television Act of 1990.

!/Notice of Inquiry. Policies and Rules Concerning Children's Television Programming, 8
FCC Rcd 1841 (1993) ("Notice of Inquiry"). /1//)

~/Pub. L. No. 101-437, 104 Stat. 996-1000, codified at 47 U.S.No.U.FWW>..J 394C/T~
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Children will not learn from programs they refuse to watch. Clearly, instructional

programming is of no value if it·fails to reach its target audience. Moreover, educating and

entertaining are not mutually exclusive goals; quite the opposite is true. The true genius of

an educational television program is represented in the successful marriage of education and

entertainment. The Walt Disney Company makes this case extremely effectively, and we

associate ourselves with their more lengthy comments.

TBS's own experience with Captain Planet graphically illustrates how television can

be used as an effective tool to educate through entertainment. Ted Turner himself envisioned

Captain Planet as a way to teach children environmental and social awareness through the

entertainment of cartoons. Every episode of Captain Planet, without exception, informs its

viewers of environmental or other pressing social issues. For example, during the fIrst

quarter of 1993, Captain Planet episodes addressed a broad spectrum of these issues,

including the issues of chemical runoff, bird smuggling, whaling, disposal of radioactive

waste, water pollution, reef destruction, overdevelopment, depletion of natural resources,

deforestation, strip mining, and hatred and bigotry.

Captain Planet episodes are crafted to be sufficiently entertaining to captivate

children, while addressing serious issues. That children respond to Captain Planet is evident

from the program's ratings where Captain Planet ranks highly both in overall household

viewing of cartoons and in cartoon viewing of children aged two through eleven. In our

view, Captain Planet represents the kind of educational and informational children's

programming which the Commission should encourage, rather than discourage. It

constitutes -- and should continue to constitute -- qualifying core children's programming.
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We understand, and support, the Commission's desire to require that the educational

content of programming relied upon to fulfill the requirements of the Act be significant. The

Commission should not, however, adopt a standard for "qualifying" core children's

programming which would subjugate to secondary status the role of entertainment in

informing children. Neither the Act nor the record before the Commission requires such a

self-defeating result.

Bertram W. Carp
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc.
820 First Street, N.B.
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 898-7670

Dated: June 7, 1993
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Lisa W. Schoenthaler
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,

Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, DC 20004-2608
(202) 434-7300

Attorneys for Turner Broadcasting
System, Inc.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rowena Y. Holt, a secretary in the law fInn of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C., hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Reply Comments of
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. was served by hand delivery on the following:

Barbara Kreisman, Esq.
Chief, Video Services Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 702
Washington, DC 20554

Roy J. Stewart, Esq.
Chief, Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 314
Washington, DC 20554

This 7th day of June, 1993.
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Rowena Y. Holt \OJ'
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